
 

Climate Title: Get to Know the Night Sky 
Description: Mother Moon’s Many Phases 

Goal: Talk about shapes associated with each phase of the moon, and how the pattern 
follows a cycle that gets bigger then smaller every month. Talk about the position of the
Moon, Earth, and Sun in relation to one another and how that impacts how much of the
moon we see every 29.5 days. Use natural objects to represent the Moon, Earth, and Sun
(e.g., use rocks for the Sun and Earth and shape a leaf into the Moon’s phases). 

[Tip]: When the Moon's far side (that we cannot see from Earth) is lit up by the sun, we 
call it a New Moon. When the side of the Moon that always faces Earth is lit up by the 
sun, we call it a Full Moon. 

Why? Understanding the different phases of the moon helps introduce children to the 
relationship between Earth and other objects in space, and to develop an appreciation 
for the beauty of our night sky. 
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